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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of the claims replaces the listings of the claims in the present 
patent application: 

Listing of Claims: 
1-49 (Cancelled). 

50 (Currently Amended). A system for providing a wireless communications device 
access to an instant messaging service on a data network, the instant messaging 
service communicating instant messages in an instant message format, the system 
comprising: 

a wireless communication network; 

an active state, in which the wireless communication device is powered up 
but is not connected to the wireless communication network: 

a short message service (SMS) center connected to the wireless network; 

a proxy server having a first connection to the SMS center and a second 
connection to the data network, the proxy server for establishing a substitute proxy 
presence on the data network for the wireless communications device, the proxy 
server for transmitting presence information to the instant messaging service , after 
receiving login information associated with the instant messaging service, wherein 
the login information is communicated from the wireless communication device: 

the proxy server configured to maintain the presence information t o indicat o 
t hat th e wir e l e ss communications d e vice is onlino even when a data connection 
does not exist between the wireless communication device and the wireless 
network, the proxy server for intercepting and storing an instant message addressed 
to the wireless communications device , when the wireless communication device is 
in the active state : and 

a plurality of information handling systems connected to the data network and 
logged into the instant messaging service for sending and receiving the instant 
messages. 
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51 (Previously Presented). The system of claim 50, wherein the proxy server 
notifies the SMS center that the instant message addressed to the wireless 
communications device has been received. 

52 (Previously Presented). The system of claim 50, wherein the proxy server 
converts at least a portion of the intercepted instant message to a short message 
format, and sends a converted message to the wireless communications device 
through the wireless network via the SMS center. 

53 (Previously Presented). The system of claim 50, wherein the proxy server 
converts an identifier of a sender of the intercepted instant message to a short 
message format and sends the converted identifier of the sender to the wireless 
communications device. 

54 (Previously Presented). The system of claim 52, wherein the SMS center 
stores the converted message. 

55 (Previously Presented). The system of claim 50, wherein the proxy server 
receives a response short message from the wireless communication device that is 
addressed to an information handling system of the plurality of information handling 
systems, converts the response short message to an instant message format 
response message, and sends the instant message response message to the 
information handling system. 

56 (Previously Presented). The system of claim 50, wherein the proxy server 
receives an indication that the wireless communications device is in an inactive 
state, and wherein the proxy server removes the substitute proxy server presence 
upon receipt of the indication that the wireless communications device in the inactive 
state. 
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57 (Currently Amended). A method for providing a wireless communications 
device access to an Instant messaging service connected to a data network, the 
method comprising the steps of: 

communicating an active messag e state statu s, in which the wireless 
communication device Is powered up but not connected to the wireless 
communication network, from the wireless communications device to a wireless 
network, wherein the wireless network is connected to a short messaging service 
(SMS) center, the SMS center is connected to a proxy server, and the proxy server 
is connected to the data network; 

transmitting presence information from the proxy server to the Instant 
messaging service, after receiving login Information associated with the Instant 
messaging service, wherein the login Information is communicated from the wireless 
communication device: 

the proxy server configured to maintain the presence information e stablishing 
a stand in on lin o pr e s e nc e for th e wir ele ss commun i c a tions -de vic e with the i nstant 
m e ssaging s e rv i c e even when a data connection does not exist between the 
wireless communication device and the wireless network; 

the proxy server configured to maintain the presence infonnation maintaining 
th e stand in on line presonc o as long as the wireless communications device 
remains in the active m e ssag e state status: [[.1] 

the proxy server determining that the wireless communications device is in 
the active messag e state status if the wireless communications device Is responsive 
to a special SMS message that is periodically sent by the proxy server to the 
wireless communications device; and 

the proxy server intercepting and storing at least one instant message 
Intended for the wireless communications device. 

58 (Previously Presented). The method of claim 57 further comprising the steps 
of: 

the proxy server converting at least a portion of the at least one instant 
message to short message service (SMS) format; 

sending the converted message to the SMS center; 
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the SMS center sending the converted message to the wireless network; 
and the wireless network delivering the converted message to the wireless 
communications device. 

59 (Previously Presented). The method of claim 57, further comprising the step of: 
the proxy server notifying the wireless communications device through the SMS 
center and the wireless network that the at least one instant message has been 
received. 

60 (Previously Presented). The method of claim 59, wherein the step of notifying 
comprises the steps of: 

the proxy server converting at least a portion of the at least one instant 
message from instant message format to short message service (SMS) format; and 

sending the converted message to the wireless communications device 
through the SMS center. 

61 (Previously Presented). The method of claim 60, further comprising the step of: 

the proxy server converting an identifier of the sender of the at least one 
instant message from the instant message format to SMS format; and 

sending the converted identifier to the wireless communications device. 

62 (Previously Presented). The method of claim 58, further comprising the steps 
of; 

the wireless communication device sending a response message transmitted 
in short message service format to the proxy server; and 

the proxy server converting the response message to instant message format 
and transmitting the converted response message over the data network. 

63 Cancelled. 
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